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	Author Field: Theresa "Corky" Larsen-Jonasson
	Illustrator Field: Jessika von Innerebner
	Grade Field: 4-7
	Teachers Notes Field: 
	Resource Field: 
	Question Box: 
	Page 2: 1. How many different animals do you see on the cover of the book? Do you notice anything else?
2. Have you ever had a disagreement with your friends? How did you fix it?
3. How does it make you feel to talk about your feelings? 
4. Is it easy, or sometimes hard to share your feelings? Why is that?
5. Are there things that make you feel better about sharing your feelings, or things that make you not want to share?

	Page 3: 1. What did Morningstar and River fight about? 
2. How did it make the other animals feel to see their friends fighting? What did the animals do/not do on that day?
3. Why did the buffalo bring a braid of sweetgrass to Kokum?
4. Kokum says that many things we need for a good life are like a circle. Can you describe how the water cycle is like a circle? What else in life is like a circle?
5. What does Kokum tell the animals they must do when harm has been done in the community? 
6. What is the purpose of a sacred sharing circle? Who belongs in the circle? How should people feel in the circle? What is the talking stick for?
7. How did the rabbits' actions disrespect the circle?
8. What happened the more the animals talked and shared their feelings?
	Page 4: 1. What was special to you about this story?
2. Can you imagine having a disagreement like the one Morningstar and River had with one of your friends? How might you handle the situation differently after reading this story?
3. Why do you think it is a sharing circle and not a triangle or a square?
4. What was it about the sharing circle that made the shy deer eventually feel safe enough to share their feelings? Would these teachings help you to share if you were the deer?
5. Why do you think a sharing circle works? How does it help us understand the perspectives of others?
6. "Every animal has a duty to care for another, and every one has a job to do or a gift to share." What does this quote mean to you?
7. When could we use the teachings of the sharing circle in our own lives, at home and at school?

	Activities Box: 
	Page 2: Activity 1: Talking About Our Feelings (Individual)
Students draw a picture of how talking about their feelings makes them feel. 
	Page 3: Activity 2: In Our Own Words (Teacher-Facilitated Group Discussion)
Students will identify important parts of the story themselves and listen to the retelling of the story based on the important parts identified by others. After listening to the story  read to them for the second time, students will learn that sometimes when you listen to something again and take in the perspectives of others you can hear details that you missed the first time. Students will discuss how this learning applies to conflict resolution and the idea of the sharing circle. 
	Page 4: Activity 3: Class Sharing Circle Agreements 
Part 1 (Individual): Instruct students to individually draw what they need to feel safe and brave (emotional needs) to inform a future discussion about co-creating community guidelines for their class.   
Part 2 (Teacher-Facilitated Group Discussion): Practice applying the principles of a sharing circle in your class using the prompts provided. 

	Book Title pg 1 Field: The Sharing Circle 
	Story Summary Field: Two red foxes have an argument which threatens to cause a rift in the community. Thankfully, a gentle bison decides to pay a visit to an Elder in the community with a braid of sweetgrass and asks her to help facilitate a sharing circle for all of the animals of the community. 
	Teacher Reflection Field: 
	Quote Field: “Humans are vulnerable and rely on the kindnesses of the earth and the sun; we exist together in a sacred field of meaning.” – Joy Harjo
	Book Cover: 


