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Story Summary:

What Happens Next is a raw, realistic story told by an unnamed (genderless) protagonist who
is made to feel different from everybody else—even invisible sometimes. Bullied by a girl at
school, our narrator gives a terse script of the related facts (What Her Friends Do: Laugh. What
Everyone Else Does: Nothing.) and emotions (How | Feel Sometimes: Bad. Really Bad.).

The narrator takes these hurt feelings home, where Mom listens and offers some ideas. At

school the next day, the child confronts the girl by turning a “weirdo” fascination with science
into an opportunity to find common ground.

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:
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Pre-Reading

Questions:

1 - Look at the book cover of What Happens Next and describe what you see.
2 - What do you think this book is about?
3 - Why do you think this book is titled What Happens Next?

4 - How do you think the different children on the cover of the book are feeling?

Activities:

Draw a picture or write a paragraph of what you think happens right after the cover image.
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While Reading

Questions:

1 - In the story, the main character is telling their story about what happens at school; being

teased and called a “wierdo” by a girl (Bully B), and her friends who stand by and watch. Why
do you think Bully B and her friends do this?

2 - Have you ever seen this happening to someone at your school? What did you do?
3 - Does the opinion and actions of the girl (Bully B) affect the main character?
4 - When the main character returns home from school, their mom asks; “How was your day at

school?” What do they say and do? Why do you think they respond this way? What would you
say and do?

5 - How do you think the child feels at school? Do you think it affects them at home? What do
they do at home? Do they use any WITS strategies?

Activities:

Create a poster of some things you like to think about

What are you passionate about? Use your imagination and create a poster with images and
words of the special things you like to think about, and list some of the reasons why you like it.
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1 - After telling their Mom about what has been happening to at school, their mother says “I
could tell the girl (Bully B) some of the things | love to think about” to change help the girl

change her way of looking. What are some of things the child loves to think about? Are some
of these things interesting for you?

2 - The main character and girl in the story What Happens Next realize that they have more
things in common that different. What are some of things they learned?

3 - What other WITS strategies would you use if you were the main character in the story What
Happens Next?

Activities:

Write these words on the board: Before, Talk it Out, Seek Help and After

Have students describe the child’s feelings at the beginning of the story and write their ideas
under “Before.”

Under “Talk It Out” and “Seek Help”, describe how they shared their feelings.
Under “After” describe how their feelings changed.
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