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Story Summary:

Molly Lou Melon's mother taught her to use her big voice for good--to speak up for what's
right, for those who can’t, and even when it's hard. So she does.

When school starts and a bully begins teasing everyone, including a new student, Molly Lou
knows just what to do.

From standing up for a friend to admitting when you've made a mistake, Molly Lou shows us
how speaking up is always the right choice.

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1 - Look at the brightly coloured book cover. What can you tell about Molly Lou Melon just
from the cover?

2 - Molly Lou Melon has many pets. What would be your perfect pet?

Activities:

1 - Draw a picture of yourself with your pets or with an imaginary animal.

2 - Make a tin can telephone (materials: 2 empty tin cans with one end still attached, 1 length
of twine or string of at least 1 meter, 1 thick nail and hammer to puncture hole in lid of each
can).

Instructions found here: www.greenkidcrafts.com/tin-can-telephones/

How loud do you have to speak to be heard through the tin can telephone?
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While Reading

Questions:

1 - What do you think "be true to yourself"" means?
2 - Do you take responsibility for the things you do, good or bad?

3 - Do you think that ""Accept people for who they are and listen to their ideas, even if they are
different from yours" is good advice? Why or why not?

4 - How did exchanging a special handshake with Gertie and Ronald help?

Activities:

Invent your own special handshake

In groups of 2 or 3, students make up a special handshake then take turns demonstrating it to
the rest of the class.
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1 - How do you think Gavin felt when Bettina rolled her eyes and sneered at him? How did he
feel after he got a note from Molly Lou?

2 - Have you ever stood up for a friend? How did it feel?

3 - What do you think happens between Bettina and Gavin at the very end of the book?

Activities:

Pass messages of kindness

Using your tin can telephone, speak words of kindness. Did the other person hear you?
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