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Questions:

Activities:

Post-Reading


	Author Field: Ibtihaj Muhammad & S.K. Ali
	Illustrator Field: Hatem Aly
	Grade Field: K - 3
	Story Summary Field: With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the first day of school is going to be special. It’s the start of a brand new year and, best of all, it’s her older sister Asiya’s first day of hijab–a hijab of beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong.

	Teachers Notes Field: 
	W Star: Yes
	I Star: Off
	T Star: Yes
	Resource Field: Ibtihaj Muhammad is a fencer and the first Muslim American woman in hijab to compete for the United States in the Olympic Games. An activist, speaker, and entrepreneur, she has written a memoirand inspired the first hijabi Barbie in her likeness. ibtihajmuhammad.com 
	T Star 2: Off
	Question Box: 
	Page 2: 1. Look at the book cover of The Proudest Blue and describe what you see.  What do you think is the character's favourite colour? How do you think this character feels?
2. Can you guess what the book might be about?
3. Can you remember your first day of school this year? How did you feel? 
4. Sometimes it is hard to walk into a room with people you do not know. How did your feelings about your class change as time passed? 
5. Do you feel more comfortable at school now? 
6. What do you think changes as we get to know people better? 
	Page 3: 1. Does anyone know what hijab means?
Possible answer: Hijab in this story refers to the headscarf that Muslim women and girls wear to cover their head and hair as a symbol of modesty because of their religion.
2. Has anyone seen anyone wearing a hijab before?
3. Why do you think Asiya chooses the blue hijab instead of the pink one?
4. In line as the children are waiting to enter the school, a little girl whispers to Faizah, “What’s that on your sister’s head?”  Why do you think she whispers?
5. At recess, a boy yells at Asiya, “I’m going to pull that tablecloth off your head!”  How do you think that makes her feel?
  
	Page 4: 1. How does Asiya and Faizah respond to the boy’s taunts?  Which WITS strategy did they use?  Which WITS strategy would you use?

2. After school Faizah, looks around, listening for whispers, laughs, and shouts.  How do you think she is feeling? 

3. Faizah see her sister Asiya waiting for her, she is smiling. Strong.  How do you think Asiya is feeling?



	Activities Box: 
	Page 2: Have students do a drawing featuring their favorite colour. 
	Page 3: In the beginning of the story, the two girls and their mother are in a shop looking at different coloured fabric. The sisters state that it is the first-day hijab which is a traditional garment. 
Organize a day where students can wear their favorite color or bring in a traditional garment if they wish. 
	Page 4: What makes you proud?  
In the story The Proudest Blue, Faizah is proud of her older sister Asiya. Ask students "Do you know anyone that you are proud of?" (E.g. family members, friends, sports figures, someone famous, etc.) 
What about this person makes them proud?  Have students make a poster about this person and list (or talk about) some of the reasons they choose them.

	Book Title pg 1 Field: The Proudest Blue 
	Book Cover: 


