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Story Summary:

At school, Jenny Royce is bullied by Grade A Jerk Austin Parks. When Jenny and Austin end up
at a March Break leadership camp together, Jenny thinks her week will be miserable. Especially
once she and Austin are grouped together for the camp’s main assignment. They have to run a
stall at a local farmer’s market. The market could be a lot of fun. But when Jenny learns that
Austin wants their group’s project to fail, she has to decide if she can risk standing up to him.

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:
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Pre-Reading

Questions:

1- Look at the cover of the book. Do you know what a jelly roll is? (a cylindrical cake with a
spiral cross section, made from a flat sponge cake spread with a filling such as jam and rolled
up)

2- The cover features an image of a food truck. Have you ever eaten from a food truck?

3 - Much of the story of Jelly Roll takes place at a March Break leadership camp. Have you ever
been part of a camp? What was your experience like?

Activities:

Design a word cloud with words that you would associate with going to a leadership camp.
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While Reading

Questions:

1 - Jenny loves to prepare food. Have you ever prepared food for yourself or your family? If so,
what is your favorite thing to make?

2 - Austin bullies Jenny repeatedly. Why do you think he does this?
3 - What do you think of Austin’'s first leadership activity proposal? Why do you think none of
the other group members challenged this idea? What would you have done or said?

Activities:

Create your own leadership project activity idea! If time allows, get students to put together a
proposal and host a day for them to feature their ideas.
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1 - The main character of the story is called by a nickname that starts off negative but by the
end of the book is positive. Can you think of nicknames that could be viewed both negatively
and positively?

2 - What LEADS or WITS strategies did Jenny use that you think worked best?

3 - How did others help Jenny in dealing with tough situations?

4 - What do you think you would have done in Jenny's situation?

5 - How do you think things will go for Jenny at school after the leadership camp?

Activities:

Draw a picture of a made up original sandwich or simple dessert. Write up a recipe for your
creation that you could try out at home. Report back to the class on how your creation tasted.
Option - host a day where students bring in a special sandwich or dessert to share with the
class.
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