\"\'} T Jayde the Jaybird

Lesson Plan

Author: Brandee Bublé

Illustrator: Eliska Liska

Grade: K-3

WITS Connection:  Walk Away  Ignore  Talk it out * Seek Help

Story Summary:

Jayde is an adorable jaybird with a tiny left wing and a big voice. Although it’s not easy
keeping up with the others, it doesn’t stop her from doing what she loves...singing. But Jayde
is too shy to share her voice with her family, and only her best friend, Olivia, knows about her

hidden talent. Come fly away with Jayde and see what happens when she finally gets the
courage to sing loud enough for the whole forest to hear.

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:

www.birdscanada.org
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1 - What kind of bird is a Jay bird? Do you have Jays in your neighbourhood?
2 - Look at the book’s cover. What is Jayde doing?
3 - What do all the symbols on the cover mean? Does anyone play a musical instrument?

4 - Rhyming: How are the words “swing” and *“sing” alike? (They sound alike and look alike)
How are they different? What is another word that is hidden in “swing” that also rhymes?

(wing)

Activities:

Cut out the birds you see in your neighbourhood or have the children take photos of birds they
see. Create a mural of the birds that children see in their back yards. Make a chart to see which
bird was seen by most of the children.
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Lesson Plan

While Reading

Questions:

1 - P. 3-4 Do you notice anything different about Jayde compared to the other birds? (One

wing is smaller). How do you think this happened ? What is hard for Jayde to do? What are
some things that are hard for you to do?

2 - What helps kids do things that are hard? (practice, trying, getting help, lessons) What kinds
of equipment can make up for differences in our ability to see or hear or walk? (glasses,
hearing aids, wheel chairs, ramps, buttons to open doors).

3 - P. 5-6 What are the new things Jayde tries to do? What was easy for her to do?
What have you tried that is hard for you to do? How do things that are hard at first get easier
(practice, opportunities)? Why is it hard to do something for the first time?

Activities:
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1 - If someone is better at doing something than you are, how might you feel?

2 - Should everyone be able to skate or ski by the time they are in your grade? Why? Why not?
(NB: children often compare themselves to others and think they fall short but they just

have not had a chance to try doing the thing that someone else can do.)

3 - What are the reasons some people are better at some things than others (older, practiced
more, had more chances to try it out, took lessons, have other people in their family who like
to do it)

4 - Why does Jayde hide her ability to sing at first? What happens when she does share her
talent? Why wasn’t Jayde afraid to sing after that?

5 - What happens when you ask for help to do something you find hard? What if no one listens
when you ask for help? What can you do?

Activities:

1 - Have each child pick a bird and find out what the bird eats, where it lives, what kind of
house it has, and how it sounds. Can you make the same sound as the bird?

2 - Think about a new thing you (or the class) would like to do? How could you get started?
What would you need to get better? (catching a ball, hopscotch, drawing a tree..)

3 - Rhyming: Make up a WITS song or poem with rhymes. Try out this sign language song!
https://vimeo.com/112084985
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