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Lesson Plan

Author: Jacqueline Woodson
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Grade: Kindergarten to 3

WITS Connection: ~ Walk Away  Ignore X Talk it out K Seek Help

Story Summary:

Chloe and her friends won’t associate with the new girl, Maya. Maya is different. She wears
used clothes and plays with old-fashioned toys. Every time Maya tries to play with Choe and

her friends, they reject her. Eventually, Maya plays alone, and then stops coming to school
altogether

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:
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Pre-Reading

Questions:

Read the first two pages of the book. Stop at the end of page 4 when the principal of the
school introduces Maya to the class.

1.What do you think Maya is feeling?

2.What do you see in the picture that shows how Maya is feeling?

3.Have you ever been in a new situation or met new groups of people for the first time? How
did you feel?

Activities:
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While Reading

Questions:

1.How did the students respond to the teacher’s request to say good morning to Maya? Why
were the students silent?

2.How do you think Maya felt when most children remained silent?

3.Page 6: Why does Chloe behave this way? (moving her belongings further away from Maya
and not returning a smile).

4.With each passing week what does Maya face with the students in her class?
5.Why did the students do this?

6.1f you were Maya how would you feel?

7. What could Maya do if she was feeling alone, rejected and hurt?
8. What can we learn from Chloe? from Maya?

Activities:
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1. If you saw beyond Maya’s appearance how would you describe her. What clues does the
text reveal about Maya’s personality and inner self?

2. What did Chloe and her friends choose to look at? What did Chloe and her friends not see?
3. Why didn’t anyone in the class choose to be kind to Maya?

4. Kindness is like tiny waves “each little thing we do goes out, like a ripple into the world.”
Chloe was unable to think of even a tiny kindness she had done. What small act of kindness
could Chloe have shown during the story?

5. How does Chloe feel when Maya moves away and does not return to school?

6. Who could Maya seek out to ask for help?

7. What if Chloe were to see Maya again. How could she respond to Maya if she was given
another chance to be with her?

Activities:

Create a poster of ideas about ways in which students can show kindness to new people that
they meet. Categorize the acts of kindness according to what can be seen and what can be
heard.

Create a kindness board or kindness box in the class. Each time a student experiences an act
of kindness (in giving or receiving) they write or draw their kindness on a small index card and
post it on the board or insert it in the box. Review the acts of kindness described by the
students. Reflect on the “ripple effects” of the kind act and celebrate the kindness expressed
by the students.

Ask students to write a story about when they were in a new situation. How did they feel?
What did they wish other people might have done to help them feel more comfortable?
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