[A[ > s [JRS——

Lesson Plan

Author: Jacqueline Woodson

Illustrator: Rafael Lopez

Grade: Kto Grade 3

WITS Connection:*Look & Listen *Explore Act Did it work

points of view

Seek Help
Story Summary:

Everyone feels they don’t belong sometimes. Maybe you look different from other children in
your class. Maybe you like different games or food. Maybe you come from a different country

and no one seems just like you. It’'s sometimes hard, but it’s also an opportunity to learn about
yourself and to teach others about your world. You just have to begin.

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:

This story is on line for you at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XUkWoRpeR4
Printable blank Venn diagram template found at:

www.digitallycredible.com/printable-blank-venn-diagram-template-worksheet.html
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1 - Can you remember your first day of Kindergarten? How did you feel?

2 - Sometimes it’s hard to walk into a room of strangers, isn’t it? What can make it easier?
3 - How did your feelings about Kindergarten change as time passed? Did you feel more at
home? Why or why not?

Activities:

Make a large poster with the word DIVERSITY in the middle and a student friendly definition,
such as, “Diversity means a group with different kinds of people in it, where people can be
themselves - special and unique.” Or, “Healthy diversity occurs when we

appreciate the differences in others and ourselves.”

Think, Pair, Share: Give every student a sticky note. Pair students up in your usual way. Give
students one minute of silence, perhaps with eyes closed, to think of something that makes
them special or unique. It can be visible or invisible, positive or negative. After the minute has
passed, have them open their eyes and tell their partner their unique quality while their
partner listens closely. Close listening matters because they will need to share what they
heard. Switch roles. Ask for a few volunteers to tell the class what makes their partner special.
Now have each child draw or write something about their specialness on their sticky note and
attach it to the Diversity Board.
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While Reading

Questions:

1 - Take a look at the first few pages of the story. How are the children diverse? Look at their
faces. What do you think each of them is feeling and why?

2 - What differences to you see in the first drawing of Rigoberto and the second? On the next
page, how does Rigoberto feel when his teacher pronounces his name correctly and gently?

3 - Many of the children travelled over the summer and brought back lovely souvenirs. Can you
figure out why Angelina did not travel? What did she do instead? At the time, was she happy
doing that? What is making her sad now?

4 - Some children in this book are feeling sad because other kids make fun of the food they eat
or because they are not fast and strong enough to play rougher games. What could you do if
you see this happening in our lunchroom, playground or classroom?

5 - When Angelina begins to tell her own story, Rigoberto finds out they have something in
common. What is it?

Activities:

Ask students to think of a few questions they could ask when they meet someone new, giving
them a few seconds to reflect. Record all suggestions, then encourage them to think of a few
questions that will help them dig a little deeper for questions to get to know someone they

have already met. Let them know they will be interviewing a peer during the activity. The goal

is to develop questions that will allow us to discover both the things we have in common and
our wonderful differences.
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1- Review all the illustrations in the book, asking students to see how many rulers they can find.
Why does the illustrator choose to make these things look like rulers? (When the rulers appear,
as doors, tables and trees, it is because a child is measuring him or herself against others.
When we compare ourselves to others, it often makes us feel bad, sad or mad.)

2 - What part of the book do you relate to and why? Share with a partner or discuss as a group.

Activities:

Distribute Venn diagrams. Partner students and ask them to interview each other. Think about
pairing up students who may seem to be quite different from each other — one boy, one girl;
one shy, one outgoing; one athletic, one reader; kids of different races, etc. Have each student
put his/her name over one of the Venn circles and their partner’s name over the other. Ask
them to interview their partner using the questions generated by the class and any others that
may occur as they work together. Answers that apply only to one child are to be entered in the
circle under that child’s name. Answers that they have in common go in the overlap area

called “US”. At the conclusion of the interviews ask students to introduce their partner to the
class. They can choose the most interesting parts of their conversation to share. Do they have
more things in common than they thought? What surprised them? Might they be interested in
trying some of their partner’s interests and activities? Do they know each other better now?

A possible extension of the Venn activity would be to develop it as an art project by having
students illustrate their personal interests , their partner’s, those they share.
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