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Lesson Plan o T

Author: Sophia Spencer & Margaret McNamara
Illustrator: KERASCOET

Grade: K-3

WITS Connection:  Walk Away  Ignore  Talk it out * Seek Help
Story Summary:

Sophia Spencer has loved bugs ever since a butterfly landed on her shoulder at a butterfly
conservancy when she was only two-and-a-half years old. Sophia was thrilled to share what she
knew about grasshoppers (her very favorite insects), as well as ants and fireflies. In first grade,
not everyone shared her enthusiasm. Some students teased her, and Sophia stopped talking
about bugs altogether. Sophia’s mother wrote to an entomological society looking for a bug
scientist to be a pen pal for Sophie Using the hashtag BugsR4Girls, scientists tweeted
hundreds of times to tell Sophia to keep up her interest in bugs-and it worked!

Teacher's Notes:

Resources:
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1 - Look at the book cover; what is the difference between a true story and fiction?

2 - Do you have a favorite insect? Can we name lots of bugs that live where we live (e.qg. flies,

mosquito, honey bee, wasp, ants, lady bug, aphids, dragon flies, grasshopper, beetles, moth,
butterfly)?

3 - What is an entomologist?

Activities:

Draw your favorite insect. Why do you like it?

Option: Look closely and observe details — act like a scientist

On the top half of a blank page of paper, draw a picture of a bug you know — just as you think
it might look, before you study it. Now look up a “scientific” image of your bug and draw it
again. Did you observe more things about the bug in your second drawing? Turn your paper
over and draw all the things you remember about the bug again.

WITS Lesson Plan - page 2



W T The Bug Girl

Lesson Plan

While Reading

Questions:

What topic would you like to know more about (cameras, rocks, dinosaurs, bugs, brains,
anatomy, sports, music, robots, or creative writing)?

Activities:

How many bugs can you find in the book! (nine) Look carefully! What are names have people
given them? How does their name match the kind of bug they are? (butterfly, dragonfly,
grasshopper, firefly, ladybug, stinkbug, ant, mosquito, roach, grasshopper)

WITS Lesson Plan - page 3



A"\ T The Bug Girl

Lesson Plan

Post-Reading

Questions:

1 -Think about something you are really interested in that you like to do with your friends, even
when you are not in school? What would you like to tell your friends about the activity?

2- Why did Sophia like bugs when she was little? What did Sophia feel like when students
teased her about talking about bugs all the time

3 - Why do think Sophia stopped talking about bugs in grade 1?

4 - What did Sophia do?

5 - What if we all wanted to be interested in the same thing, say everyone wanted to play
soccer all the time what would happen? Would things be as interesting?

Activities:

Invite a scientist to your classroom!

Invite in a live scientist from a local university — check out an area of expertise that your
students are interested in and contact the department secretary — a professor or a graduate

student might come and talk with your students and answer their questions about
their favorite topic of study!

You can be a scientist

Create an inventory of their own attributes, including skills, interests,

and accomplishments: Make a poster about your interests that shows what you are studying as
an “X”ologist. Use pictures from the interest or magazines! Write the most important thing you
learned when studying this topic in big letters on your poster.
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